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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 March 2004 . 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. , 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) P a P er No(s)/Mail Date, . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20041 1 27 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/680,73 8 Page 2 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claims 10 and 1 1 are vague, indefinite and/or confusing. It is unclear to the examiner 
how the length of the reflective surface of the first and/or second mirrors can be extended when 
the first and second mirrors have a fixed and predetermined length. Thus, the metes and bounds 
of these claims are unclear. Moreover, the reflective surface would appear to lack proper 
antecedent basis due to the fact that the length of the so called "reflective surface" would only 
appear to be extendable by the use of additional mirrors in combination with the present first 
and/or second mirrors which have not been positively recited. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Swanson ('065). 
Swanson discloses a multi-view mirror comprising a mirror frame (27) having at least 

one mirror mounting element (37) attached thereto; and a mirror (40) having an outward edge 
pivotally mounted to the mounting element of the frame; wherein the mirror is angularly 
positionable relative to the frame, wherein the mirror is pivoted about the mounting element to 
form a generally angled mirror, wherein the mirror is positionable in a closed position and 
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wherein the mirror is substantially adjacent the frame forming a flat mirror generally in a plane 
of the frame. Note figures 1 to 4 along with the associated description thereof. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 12 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bostwick ('069). 

Bostwick discloses a multi-view mirror comprising a mirror frame (1) having an inwardly 
disposed center and two outwardly disposed mirror mounting elements (4-hinge) attached to the 
frame on opposite sides of the center; a first mirror (6-left) having an outward edge pivotally 
mounted to one of the mounting elements of the frame and an inward edge disposed inwardly of 
the outward edge near the center of the frame; a second mirror (6-right) having an outward edge 
pivotally mounted to another of the mounting elements of the frame and an inward edge disposed 
inwardly of the outward edge near the center of the frame; and fastener means (10-14) for 
releasably retaining the first and second mirrors in a closed position; wherein the first mirror and 
second mirror are angularly positionable relative to the frame and wherein at least one of the first 
and second mirrors are pivoted about one of the mounting elements to form a generally angled 
mirror. Note figures 1 to 5 along with the associated description thereof. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 12 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tolomeo, Sr. ('479). 

Tolomeo, Sr. discloses a multi-view mirror comprising a mirror frame (11) having an 
inwardly disposed center and two outwardly disposed mirror mounting elements (18, 18'-hinge) 
attached to the frame on opposite sides of the center; a first mirror (20-left) having an outward 
edge pivotally mounted to one of the mounting elements of the frame and an inward edge 
disposed inwardly of the outward edge near the center of the frame; a second mirror (20-right) 
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having an outward edge pivotally mounted to another of the mounting elements of the frame and 
an inward edge disposed inwardly of the outward edge near the center of the frame; attachment 
means (25) coupled to the frame for attaching the frame to a surface; and fastener means (19a) 
for releasably retaining the first and second mirrors in a closed position; wherein the first mirror 
and second mirror are angularly positionable relative to the frame and wherein at least one of the 
first and second mirrors are pivoted about one of the mounting elements to form a generally 
angled mirror. Note figures 1 to 5 along with the associated description thereof 

6. Claims 1-4, 12 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Chang 
('206). 

Chang discloses a multi-view mirror comprising a mirror frame (1) having an inwardly 
disposed center and two outwardly disposed mirror mounting elements (hinges) attached to the 
frame on opposite sides of the center; a first mirror (21 -left) having an outward edge pivotally 
mounted to one of the mounting elements of the frame and an inward edge disposed inwardly of 
the outward edge near the center of the frame; a second mirror (21 -right) having an outward edge 
pivotally mounted to another of the mounting elements of the frame and an inward edge disposed 
inwardly of the outward edge near the center of the frame; and a handle (23) attached to at least 
one of the first and second mirrors for pivoting the mirror relative to the frame; wherein the first 
mirror and second mirror are angularly positionable relative to the frame and wherein at least one 
of the first and second mirrors are pivoted about one of the mounting elements to form a 
generally angled mirror. Note figures 1 to 5 along with the associated description thereof. 

7. Claims 1, 4 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Booth 
('764). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/680,73 8 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2872 

To the extent the claims are definite, Booth discloses a multi-view mirror comprising a 
mirror frame (5) having an inwardly disposed center and two outwardly disposed mirror 
mounting elements (hinges) attached to the frame on opposite sides of the center; a first mirror 
(7-left) having an outward edge pivotally mounted to one of the mounting elements of the frame 
and an inward edge disposed inwardly of the outward edge near the center of the frame; a second 
mirror (7-right) having an outward edge pivotally mounted to another of the mounting elements 
of the frame and an inward edge disposed inwardly of the outward edge near the center of the 
frame; and an extendable portion (9,10) for extending a length of the reflective surface thereof; 
wherein the first mirror and second mirror are angularly positionable relative to the frame and 
wherein at least one of the first and second mirrors are pivoted about one of the mounting 
elements to form a generally angled mirror. Note figures 1, 3, 6 and 9 along with the associated 
description thereof 

8. Claims 1, 7, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Granzowetal('231). 

To the extent the claims are definite, Granzow et al discloses a multi-view mirror 
comprising a mirror frame (14) having an inwardly disposed center and two outwardly disposed 
mirror mounting elements (68,78,80) attached to the frame on opposite sides of the center; a first 
mirror (114) having an outward edge pivotally mounted to one of the mounting elements of the 
frame and an inward edge disposed inwardly of the outward edge near the center of the frame; a 
second mirror (120) having an outward edge pivotally mounted to another of the mounting 
elements of the frame and an inward edge disposed inwardly of the outward edge near the center 
of the frame; fastener means (110) including at least one spring (108) for releasably retaining the 
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first and second mirrors in a closed position; and an extendable portion (68) for extending a 
length of the reflective surface thereof; wherein the first mirror and second mirror are angularly 
positionable relative to the frame and wherein at least one of the first and second mirrors are 
pivoted about one of the mounting elements to form a generally angled mirror. Note figures 1, 2, 
and 4 to 1 1 along with the associated description thereof. 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 6 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tolomeo, Sr. ('479) in view of Schmidt (Ml 9), Lambert ('233) or Swanson ('065). 

Tolomeo, Sr. ('479) discloses all of the subject matter claimed, note the above 
explanation, except for the attachment means comprises a clip. 

Schmidt, Lambert and Swanson each teach it is well known to use clips in the same field 
of endeavor for the purpose of attaching a frame of a mirror assembly to a visor of a vehicle. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the frame of Tolomeo, Sr. to include typical clips, as taught by 
Schmidt, Lambert or Swanson, in order to attach said multi-view mirror to a visor of a vehicle so 
as to increase the viewing area about the vehicle. 

As to the limitations of claim 13, barring a showing of criticality or unexpected results, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the size of the mirrors of Tolomeo, Sr. to include different sizes in order to obtain a 
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desirable viewing area of interest due to the fact that such a modification would have involved a 
mere change in size of a component and a change in size is generally recognized as being within 
the level of one of ordinary skill in the art. Note In re Rose, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

11. Claims 7, 8 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chang 
('206) in view of Cornelius (049), Canadas ('020) or Sakuma ('852). 

Chang discloses all of the subject matter claimed, note the above explanation, except for 
magnetic fastener means for releasably retaining the first and second mirrors in a closed position. 

Cornelius, Canadas and Sakuma each teach it is well known to use magnetic fasteners in 
the same field of endeavor for the purpose of securing a panel/cover to a frame. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the frame of Chang to include typical magnetic fasteners, as 
taught by Cornelius, Canadas or Sakuma, in order to releasably secure said mirrors or mirror 
panels to said frame in a closed position so as to prevent damage to the mirrors and/or injury to 
an individual. 

As to the limitations of claim 13, barring a showing of criticality or unexpected results, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the size of the mirrors of Chang to include different sizes in order to obtain a desirable 
viewing area of interest due to the fact that such a modification would have involved a mere 
change in size of a component and a change in size is generally recognized as being within the 
level of one of ordinary skill in the art. Note In re Rose, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

12. Claims 8 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bostwick 
('069) in view of Cornelius (049), Canadas ('020) or Sakuma ('852). 
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Bostwick discloses all of the subject matter claimed, note the above explanation, except 
for the fastener means comprises at least one magnet for releasably retaining the first and second 
mirrors in a closed position. 

Cornelius, Canadas and Sakuma each teach it is well known to use magnetic fasteners in 
the same field of endeavor for the purpose of securing a panel/cover to a frame. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to replace the fastener means of Bostwick and modify the frame of Bostwick 
to include typical magnetic fasteners, as taught by Cornelius, Canadas or Sakuma, in order to 
releasably secure said mirrors or mirror panels to said frame in a closed position so as to reduce 
manufacturing costs. 

As to the limitations of claim 13, barring a showing of criticality or unexpected results, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the size of the mirrors of Bostwick to include different sizes in order to obtain a desirable 
viewing area of interest due to the fact that such a modification would have involved a mere 
change in size of a component and a change in size is generally recognized as being within the 
level of one of ordinary skill in the art. Note In re Rose, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 
13. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chang ('206) in 
view of the Norway Patent ('043) to Zeis. 

Chang discloses all of the subject matter claimed, note the above explanation, except for 
at least one of the first and second mirrors includes a reflective surface on both a front side and a 
rear side thereof. 



i 
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The Norway Patent to Zeis teaches it is well known to use a single mirror having a 
reflective surface on both a front side and a rear side thereof for the purpose obtaining various 
optical characteristics. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the mirrors (21 and 22) of Chang to include a single mirror having 
a reflective surface on both a front side and a rear side thereof, as taught by the Norway Patent to 
Zeis, in order to reduce manufacturing costs. 

14. Claim 1 1 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

15. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the visor and the first mirror having a 
length greater than the length of the second mirror must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from 
the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended " If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
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renumbering of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement 
Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the 
drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified 
and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

16. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because 
reference character "36", shown in figures 2 and 4, has been used to designate both a handle and 
a magnet. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion 
of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection 
to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

17. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because 
reference character "42", shown in figures 4 and 5, has been used to designate both a spring and 
a user. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1. 121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion 
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of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection 
to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

18. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 7, line 14 of 
the specification the language "exendable" should be changed to read -extendable-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

19. Claims 1-15 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1, line 7, the language "one" should be changed to read -another-. 

In claim 4, line 1, the language "further comprising" should be changed to read -wherein 
said mirror mounting elements comprises—. 

In claim 6, line 2, the language "the visor" should be changed to read —a visor-. 

In claim 7, line 2, the language "the closed" should be changed to read -a closed-. 

In claim 13, line 2, the second occurrence of the language "has a length" should be 
deleted. 

In claim 15, line 6, the language "elements" should be changed to read -element—. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ricky D. Shafer whose telephone number is (571) 272-2320. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 



Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 



may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

RDS 

November 27, 2004 . hi 




